n8          DECLINE OF THE SAFAWf POWER         [FT i

hundred years had not drawn the sword from the scabbard,
would not even think of quelling this disturbance1, until
Mahrmid3 with a large army marched into the provinces of
Kirmdn and Yazd, and, having committed much plunder
and devastation, proceeded on his route to Isfahan. This
happened in the early part of the year 1134/1721."

Jonas Hanway3 speaks in a similar strain. " Persia never
" enjoyed," says he, " a more perfect tranquillity than in the
beginning of the present [z>. the eighteenth] century. The
treaties she had concluded with her neighbours were perfectly
observed and secured heragainst any foreign invasions; whilst
the effeminacy and^luxury of her inhabitants, the ordinary
consequences of a long peace, left no room to apprehend
any danger from the ambition of her own subjects. This
monarchy, which had suffered so many revolutions in past
ages, seemed to be settled on a solid foundation when the
news of its subversion surprised the whole world. The
authors of this amazing catastrophe were a people hardly
known even to their own sovereigns, and have now acquired
a reputation only by the fame of those nations which they
brought under their subjection. These people...are com-
prised under the general denomination of Afghans V

The policy of Shah 'Abbds the Great has been described
above as wise and far-sighted, but this statement needs some
qualification ; for, while it greatly strengthened
policy of SMh    the power of the Crown, it undoubtedly con-
duced in the end to the weakening of the nation

1  The seizure of Qandahdr by the revolted Afghans led by Mfr "SjVays.

2  The son and successor of Mfr Ways.

3  Revolutions of Persia^ vol. i, p. 22.

4  The Afghans are, however, mentioned by the Arabian historian
Ibnu'l-Athfr in several places, the earliest mention being under the
year 366/976-7,   They were very troublesome in S.E, Persia in the
middle of the fourteenth century,,   See my Abridged Translation of the
Tdrlkh-i-Guzida (E. J* W. Gibb Series, xiv, 2), pp. 161 et seqq.